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TIPS AND TRENDS TO HELP MAXIMIZE HOME BUYING AND SELLING

RAZE THE ROOF? Safe House

Summer seems to bring out the home- Py

From painting and HVAC to organizing and yard upkeep, there’s so impfrO\{[etment e?pekrlt iTheveryong. Itt’s th?
much to think about when it comes to home care that it's easy to overlook pertect time 1o tackie those projects — large

. ) - and small — that have been lingering. And
the one thing that protects it all — until it starts to leak. whether you're bringing out the lawn mower

Your roof is one of the most important parts of your house, and it also for the first time, getting ready to clean the
happens to take the biggest beating, thanks to the elements and general

wear and tear. gutters or repairing odds and ends, consider these

A new roof is a hefty investment — it can cost $20,000 or more — so important safety tips:
how do you know when to replace it or just repair it? Here are some tips

for knowing when to patch and when to overhaul: Mowers

e rul ‘ llv last 12 to 20 q i h » Before mowing the lawn, do a walk-through of the area
s a general rule, roofs usually las 0 20 years, depending on the and remove any large sticks or debris.

climate. If your roof is approaching the 20-year mark, shingles are more « Wear clothing that offers protection, like sturdy closed-toe
likely to be worn out, and flashing around chimneys, eaves and skylights shoes and safety glasses or goggles.
might have decayed, leaving your roof prone to leaks. + Do not clean the grass exit of a mower by hand, and

« If there are a lot of missing or torn shingles, as opposed to just a few, keep the mower on grass, not pavement, which can kick up

then it's best to replace the roof. Shingles also curl up and crack as they debris.

age, making them unable to resist water and exposing your home to leaks Ladders

CIGl (el REITERE, * When using a ladder, place it on level ground and open it
« Inspect the interior walls that touch the roof. If paint is missing, they completely, making sure all locks engage.

are moist to the touch or there are water stains in the house, it's clear tha * Always face the ladder when climbing and use slip-

water has seeped in, and the roof will most likely need to be replaced. But resistant shoes.

finding one or two leaks in a specific location could mean that a roof patch « Stand at or below the highest safe standing levgle

will be enough to stall any potential damage. ladder. For extension ladders, it's the fo ng from the
» Extreme weather can wreak havoc on your roof. If prolonged op.

conditions such as rain, hail and direct sunlight have exposed parts of the Power Tools

house from the top, a minor patch will not be enough to protect the » Remember to keep

interior, and the roof will need to be replaced. tools away from heat,
Keeping your roof clean and in good repair should prevent costly oil and sharp edges. _

replacements for years to come. But before attempting any patch or * Disconnect tools when they're not in use or when you're

replacing a blade, bit or part.
* Keep your work areas well lighted and wear gloves and
appropriate footwear when using tools.

lacement, talk to an experienced roofer.
s Sources: DIYLife.com, ExtremeHowTo.com

Sources: Home Safety Council; Occupational Safety and Health Administration
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OSt in Space

) you have one area in your house you just can’t

re out? Maybe it's too small or oddly shaped or just
the right location in your home. Don't let it turn
dead space. There are plenty of ways to turn

Isual home spaces into comfortable, functioning

g areas that appear as if they were built for a

f large enough, divide the space into individual
oms,” so that one area can be used for one purpose,
ing the rest of the area open for a different use. The
bilities are endless: a library or reading nook, an
office, a crafting room, or a yoga or art studio.
If the room is particularly small, remember to use
nishings that fit the space. For example, an
overstuffed couch won’t do well in a room meant for two
““chairs. Go curvy: Round furnishings in hard corners or
plants placed strategically can help. To give the illusion
of space in a small area, choose glass tops or chairs.
Curtains that run floor to ceiling create height and flow
in a small space.
Other things to consider: Painting an “odd” wall in a

Work With a @ Agent

Buying a home is one of the biggest and most emotional decisions you will
ever make. So it's important to work with someone who can provide sound
advice and a steady, guiding hand when you need it. That's why a CRS
agent is the best person for the job.

A Certified Residential Specialist (CRS) is among the top 4 percent of all
agents in the country. CRS agents have achieved a high volume of
transactions and advanced training in areas such as business planning, real
estate investing, marketing and technology. They must also maintain
membership in the NATIONAL ASSOCIATION OF REALTORS® and abide
by its Code of Ethics. Why work with anyone else when you can work with a
CRS agent? Good News! Dan is a CRS agent.

different color, and using it to display art
or photos will also lessen its awkward
effect on the room; and an area rug in the
center of the room will bring the eye to the
middle of the space, rather than focusing
on its unusual shape or size

Source: HGTV

DID YOU KNOW?

Installing solar panels on your
roof can cut electricity costs by
50 percent to 70 percent.

Do you know someone who is thinking about buying or selling a home?
This newsletter is for informational purposes only and should not be substituted for legal or financial advice.
If you are currently working with another real estate agent or broker, it is not a solicitation for business.

fast paced, complex and competitive market.

Dan Bonner, a Certified Residential Specialist (CRS), with 12 years of experience
and success in residential real estate, can help you make smart choices in today’s

With licensure in Virginia as a Broker and Residential Appraiser, Dan can expertly help
you understand property value. Dan is always ready to help. Call Dan Today--

see Dan’s Real Estate & Garden Blog:

www.NorthernVirginiaHomesGuide.com

Search Real Estate on the Web Here:

www.Virginia4du.com

www.OccoguanHomes.com  www.OccoquanPointe.com www.RiverRidge-Virginia.com
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